First confirmed case of Neospora caninum-associated abortion outbreak in Portugal.
In a dairy herd experiencing an abortion outbreak, 49% of the 119 cows were positive for Neospora caninum antibodies and the remaining 51% were seronegative. Using immunohistochemical analysis of foetal brain tissue, Neospora cysts and bradyzoite clusters were identified in two of the 15 aborted foetuses submitted for testing. Other agents that commonly cause abortions were not found. These results, coupled with neurological clinical symptoms in new-born calves, implicated N. caninum as the major cause of abortions in this dairy herd. This is the first report that associates N. caninum infection with bovine abortions in Portugal.